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COMMITMENT • COMPASSION • WISDOM • COURAGE • HONESTY • FORGIVENESS • JOY

Our year came to a close with much applause and happy memories. While a very busy 
fi nale, we enjoyed our times of celebration and thank you for your participation. From 
the fi eld days to the Board of Trustees Picnic and spring concerts, we shared the joys 

of your children and the growth of their year. The students and faculty appreciate the many 
ways you support our programs and our traditions.

As you look through the pages of the Triskelion 2010-2011, I imagine you too will be 
struck by the many happy and varied opportunities our students have had to grow in mind, 
body and spirit. Their smiles, their focus and their commitment are highlighted in the 
classroom, on the stage and on the fi elds. In addition, they have had opportunities to make 
a difference in their towns, states, nation and world. We are proud of our students who 
demonstrate the Stanwich Heart as they strive to Be Their  Best, Help Other’s Be Their Best 
and Make God’s World A Better Place. 

Our closing ceremony refl ected a year of much delight. The students gave their gifts of 
music which included several of our traditional songs. We refl ected on the message of the 
Starfi sh Story (see below) as it reminded us that even the smallest deed, word or smile can 

make a difference to someone. 
All the children were recognized 

in their classes and moved to the next 
grade by each house head. It was 
particularly exciting to see Grade 9 
being given to Derek Krein to begin 
the Stanwich School Senior House.

We welcomed Will Drennen, a 
charter Stanwich student in Grade 
2, a member of our fi rst Grade 9 
graduating class and now a rising 
junior at Trinity College as our 
alumnus speaker. Will’s message 
included the importance of the values 
taught at Stanwich in making daily life 
decisions and the power of living your 
life in the now. He congratulated all 
the students and encouraged the rising 
tenth graders as they forge the trail 
for subsequent classes in the Senior 
House. “Being a pioneer is never the 
easy road. But anything that is worth 
having is hard to get. You will learn 
a lot about yourself and when all is 
said and done, you will look back and 
smile.” Will’s speech can be accessed 
on the home page of our website.

Miz Liz has made sure that we have plenty of wonderful books in her summer reading 
guide. I look forward to sharing new favorite reads with all of you in September. Our 
summer faculty/parent read, 10 Conversations You Need to Have with Your Children, by 
Shmuley Boteach, is inspirational, I welcome your thoughts about his character focus.

We wish you all relaxation and rejuvenation and time to enjoy the beauty of the days.

Fondly,  

Dear Stanwich Parents,

The Stanwich Heart
The Monthly Newsletter of The Stanwich School June 2011

Pat Young with alumnus, Will Drennen at the Closing Ceremony.
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The Starfi sh Story Original Story by Loren Eisley

One day a man was walking along the beach when he noticed a boy 
picking something up and gently throwing it into the ocean. 

Approaching the boy, he asked, “What are you doing?” 
The youth replied, “Throwing starfi sh back into the ocean. The 

surf is up and the tide is going out. If I don’t throw them back, 
they’ll die.” 

“Son,” the man said, “don’t you realize there are miles 
and miles of beach and hundreds of starfi sh? You can’t make a 
difference!” 

After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up another 
starfi sh, and threw it back into the surf.  Then, smiling at the man, 
he said, “I made a difference for that one.” 
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We’re learning every day
We’re learning every day 
It’s really cool to go to school
We’re learning every day!
 
Learning took place everywhere at the Pre-K Cottage.
 
We learned:

Our letter and sounds

To sing “This Little Light of Mine”

To sew with yarn

To play “Indiana Jones” in P.E.

How to use our words when playing with friends

To share joy with others

To draw and write in our writing journals

To build number towers with unifi x cubes

How to pet baby chicks
 
What a wonderful year it has been!

Barbara Kennedy
Head of Pre-K Cottage

Learning Every Day

Pre-K Cottage
Final Days

The Pre-K Class of 2011 
at the Stamford Museum & 

Nature Center

Spring Joy
At the Pre-K’s Spring Program, 

students delighted their 
parents with a collection of 

musical gifts, including, Little 
Bunny Foo Foo, Five Green and 
Speckled Frogs, and Down in 

the Jungle.

Moving On Up
Spending time with their Kindergarten buddies, visiting the library, and 

time on the playground were highlights of the Pre-K student’s visiting day.
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Julie Colligan
Head of Primary House

Primary House
So Many Celebrations

The months of May and June are fi lled with Joy! The children have a fullness of spirit that blooms from a 
loving heart, and they are sharing that love with others. Primary House has so many celebrations that occur 
in May and June that serve to culminate a year’s worth of learning and growth: plays, Grandparents’ Day, 

Metropolitan Museum trips, fi eld trips, the strings assembly and piano recitals and Field Day.  The children have 
delighted us at each turn. They have pleased themselves, and inspired each other. 

One such inspiring moment occurred during the Pre-K visit to the PH at the end of May. On this day the Pre-K 
comes to PH to have lunch and play with the kindergarten and to experience what it is like to participate in a PH 
assembly.  It is a joy for the K’s to serve as “big” buddies to the Pre-K and it is a joy for the PH faculty and students 
to welcome the Pre-K. We gather with song, say the pledge, sing a patriotic song and have a class sharing from 
the Kindergarten and Pre-K in the PH assembly room. When it was time to sing “This Land” the room fi lled with 
sweet voices, as it is a favorite of both Pre-K and K, and the Pre-K added wonderful gestures and two verses!  The 
PHers did not know the extra verses and they were quite inspired by the Pre-K as the younger buddies taught the 
older buddies their version of a favorite song! 

To develop life-long learners is a goal of the Primary House and to 
recognize that life’s lessons occur at unexpected moments is fantastic!  
I wish you all a summer fi lled with wonderful unexpected sparks!

High Tea
To close a unit study 
of England, Grade 1 
students enjoyed an 
afternoon tea party  

— 
complete with a visit 

from the Queen.

The Little Red Hen
The Kindergarten class 

impressed their audience 
with their version of 

Le Petite Poule Rouge, 
using animals and 
musical cues from 
Saint-Saens’ The 

Carnival of the Animals. 

Swan Song
In Grade 2, students 
recently completed 

a unit on E.B. White’s 
The Trumpet of the 

Swan and celebrated 
by making paper 

crafts and performing 
a skit. 

Parlez-Vous Avec le “Blanche Neige”
Fairy Tales were more than magical, as Grade 3 students performed vignettes from 
Snow White and the “8” Dwarfs, and Three Blind Mice — both spoken and sung in French.

“Our brightest blazes of gladness are commonly 
kindled by unexpected sparks.” —Samuel Johnson
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What a fantastic spring it has been in the Intermediate House! There was a great deal of joy and excitement 
throughout the last weeks of school as the students enjoyed one special event after another! There were 
many highlights of the spring, but a favorite for many of the students was our Field Day. As always, Field Day 

was beautifully planned by our PE teachers and we couldn’t have asked for better weather!  
In many ways, Field Day is the embodiment of who we are as a school.  Students are working to be their best, 

while remembering to help each other to be their best. It was a pleasure to watch our students put forth such 
tremendous effort, while remembering to demonstrate good sportsmanship and use their Stanwich Hearts. It was 
competition at its fi nest, and we were so proud of all of their efforts.  

Beyond Field Day, the end of the year was a busy and energetic time packed to the brim with special events.  
We had many memory-making moments in the last weeks: our phenomenal Spring Concert, exciting fi eld trips, 
our famous Egg Drop project, class parties, piano and voice recitals, Music Breakout … the list goes on and on!  All 
of these events added to the feeling of joy that engulfed the IH in the last weeks of school. They are all important 
highlights that serve to provide the students with fond and meaningful memories of their school year.  

We are so proud of everything our IHers have accomplished throughout the school year and look forward to 
creating wonderful new memories next year!  

Highlights of the Spring

Meaghan Mallin
Head of 
Intermediate House

Intermediate House

Roman Day
Grade 5 students donned  togas, 
made Mt. Vesuvius  erupt, and 
sampled Roman food, as part 

of their end-of-year Roman Day 
celebration.

The Work of the Great Bard
Grade 6 students put on a spectacular musical 
performance of Shakespeare Unshackled and 

Macbeth the Musical Comedy. 

IH Spring Concert  Students gave a wonderful performance for their parents.
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Dana Montañez
Head of Junior House

Shifting Focus

Now that the school year has come to an 
end, it is good to look back on all the 
“madness” with a great, big smile. In a 

frantic rush to the fi nish, we jumped from 
sporting events to concerts; from luncheons 
to fi eld trips; and from exams to closing 
ceremonies. It is always a very busy time of 
year, and I am sure all of us, including the 
students, are thankful to be able to take a 
deep breath and relax. Although, the hectic 
nature of spring is always fi lled with my most 
favorite moments of celebrating our students’ 
success both in and out of the classroom!

For me, the beauty of any school year 
is the seemingly momentary lapse of school 
activity that gives each of us a chance 
to refl ect. The slower pace of summer 
allows for our focus to shift to deep, more 
complicated thoughts when our brains are 
not so full of all the urgency of the recent 
school year.  Much is learned from looking 
back on our goals, our experiences, and our 
accomplishments. The essential thought 
and personal debrief that goes into our past 
will eventually lead to improvements in our 
future, and the process will serve to create 
better teachers, better students, better 
parents, and a better school community.  

I could never express how proud I am 
of each JH student and what they have 
achieved since September. I want them to 
know that when they contribute to a needy 
cause, or they stand up for something they 
believe is righteous, we notice and we 
appreciate all of their efforts and know that 
their continued dedication to the mission 
of our school is evident in their actions. I 
urge each student to continue to do what 
they do best and to keep trying to improve 
those things that may need some work.  
Refl ection and contemplation are essential 
for growth and improvement in any area.  

I wish you all a peaceful and restful 
summer and that each of you fi nds true 
happiness in the slower paced months 
ahead.

Junior House
Science Fair

JH students impressed their parents and 
peers with the work they put into their science 
projects on biomes and alternate fuel sources.

Art & Music
The Junior House Spring Art Show and Concert highlighted 

the talent and enthusiasm of each student.

Semi-Formal
The fi rst annual JH semi-formal featured music and 

dancing, and a meal cooked and served by JH faculty.

Junior House Has Talent
Singing, dancing, music, comedy, and magic acts all 

impressed parents, teachers and students alike. 
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Blue & WhiteWhite Field Days
Wonderful weather greeted all three Field Days: K&1 Field Day, Grades 2-6 Field Day and JH Field Day.
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Parent Association
Dear Stanwich Community,

I cannot believe the year has come to a close. Where did it go? What fun we had with all of the various activities 
throughout the year, from the Book Fair to Field Day, from the Grade Coffees and Cocktail Parties, to our 
annual Charter Day Celebration, to the Lucky 13 Event and the Parent Luncheon. The Arts and Enrichment 

Assembly and Community Service programs continue to excite and educate our children in so many ways. The 
Library staffi ng team has been a great help to Miss Liz and the April Faculty Appreciation Day was enjoyed by 
all. We could not do any of these things without the help of our wonderful parents here at Stanwich. My thanks 
go out to you for your contributions, whether big or small, you have made a difference. 

A huge thank you is extended to my PA Board of 2010-2011 for making this year such a success. It has 
been another great Stanwich experience for me to get to know each of you over the past year. This is the reason I enjoy being 
in the Parents Association, making friends, working with the faculty, administration and Pat Young, and becoming a part of 
my child’s overall school experience. Many of you are returning to the Board next year, but for those of you who are taking a 
break, my thanks again for a great year.

Enjoy your summer, and come back rested as we have a lot of events planned for the 2011-2012 year.

 —Wynn McDaniel, Parent Association President, 2010-2011

Announcements from the PA

2010-11 
Parent Association Board
Thank you to everyone who gave so 
generously of their time and talents!

President/Vice President* Wynn McDaniel

Treasurer*   Debbie Castleman

Secretary and  Catherine Farello 
Communications Chair*   

Arts and Enrichment  Chair Lisa Harkness 

Benefi t Chairs  Caroline Weiser, 
   Ingrid Winn, 
   Jessie Drennen 

Book Fair Chair  Elli Bai  

Community Service Chair Lynn Friedberg 

Grade Representative Chair  Beth Daigle 

Green Committee Chair Eunice Burnett 

Intermediate House Rep Dana Noonan 

Junior House Rep  Rachel Latto 

Library Staffi ng and  Elina Daetwiler 
Events Chair    

Parent Education Chair Liz Roddy   

Primary House Rep  Kristine Gigliotti  

Special Events Chair  Sherry Arjomand   

Transportation Chair  Mary Karlan  

Ways & Means Chair  Jennifer Moross  

Yearbook Chair  Elizabeth Boolbol  

* Executive committee

2011-12 Parent Association Board

Position   Chair   Co-chair

President*   Wynn McDaniel 

Vice President*  Elizabeth Boolbol

Treasurer*   Peg Davidson

Secretary and  Catherine Farello
Communications Chair*    

Arts and Enrichment  Chair Ingrid Winn  Rachel DaPuzzo

Benefi t Chair  Anastasia Brien  Anne Birchenough 
      Jeanne Golden

Book Fair Chair  Beth Daigle  Cindy Hatstadt

Community Service Chair Melissa Raezer  Alessandra Long

Grade Representative Chair Kristine Gigliotti

Green Committee Chair Kim Brush

Intermediate House Rep Danielle Esposito

Junior House Rep  Denise Larkin

Library Staffi ng  Elina Daetwiler    

Parent Education Chair Liz Roddy 

Primary House Rep  Carol Zelenz

Special Events Chair  Mary Ann Heaven  Naomi Azrak

Transportation Chair  Amy Bibb

Ways & Means Chair  Tiffany Benincasa  Stephani Nedzamar

Yearbook Chair  Elli Bai   Kristen Rosenbaum

Strategic Planning  Kara Donahue
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“Thank You’s” From the Parent Association Board

BOOK FAIR
Heartfelt thanks goes to the many parent volunteers who cheer-
fully helped run this year’s Book Fair, including Family Day, Class 
Visit Day and the JH Book Fair, all of which were great successes.  
Sincere thanks go to our Stanwich community for supporting the 
Book Fair — your book purchases and library and classroom dona-
tions constitute a genuine, growing investment in the minds and 
imagination of our students as well as helps fund to PA activities 
and events.  Finally, special thanks for tireless and brilliant assis-
tance goes to the Book Fair committee members: Debbie Castleman, 
Elina Daetwiler, Monica Knorr, Kim Brush, Anne Birchenough, Crissy 
Robinson and Wendy Duryea. It was a pleasure to work with all of you!
—Elli Bai and Beth Daigle

To our President Wynn McDaniel — A huge, heart-
felt thank you for your leadership and guidance this 
year. You stepped up earlier than expected and had a 
number of surprises along the way.  You handled them 
with calm grace and kept the PA moving ahead through 
the year.  Thank you for all your time and effort to make 
the year another great one for the PA.
  —Members of the Parent Association Board 2010-11

TREASURER & SECRETARY 
I would like to extend my thanks to Debbie Castelman, PA Treasurer and Cath-
erine Farello, PA Secretary, for their outstanding support to the PA this year. 
Debbie took on the Treasurer role and improved many of the fi nancial pro-
cesses, which has expedited bank statement reconciliation and credit card 
processing. As many of you know, Debbie is moving to Chicago and we will 
miss her here at Stanwich. Catherine has done a great job in the PA Secretary 
role, she has kept us on track and organized! Both of these are roles you may 
not hear much about but they are key positions and very important to the run-
ning of the PA. Debbie and Catherine - thank you!
—Wynn McDaniel

SPECIAL EVENTS
Another fun year of Parent Cocktail Parties, Charter Day with 
the added Giving Tree, Spring Luncheon and Field Day!  None of 
these events could take place without the generosity of the never 
ending team of Stanwich parent volunteers.  Thank you to each 
and every one of you.  You made this year a pleasure and success!  
—Sherry Arjomand

LIBRARY
I would like to thank all those parents who volunteered with Book 
Exchange this year.  The PH children loved seeing you there!  Also, 
a big thank you to Jen Gerber and Oksana Quirk for helping chair 
the fi rst ever IH Trivia Bowl as well as all the faculty involved.  
What a success it was – the IH children had a blast while rais-
ing money for the library!  Thank you to Laura Dianis and Adam 
Pacchiana for your help with the Summer Read books.  Finally, a 
heartfelt thank you to Miz Liz and Kim Brush for all your guidance 
throughout the year. – Elina Daetwiler

TRAFFIC COORDINATORS
Thank you to all the traffi c coordinators for helping to facilitate the use of 
buses, set up carpools, and make our environment a little Greener.

YEARBOOK
A monumental thank you to my WONDERFUL YEARBOOK COMMITTEE: Cindy  
Meeker, Jinny Ferrarese, Kristen Rosenbaum, Beth Daigle, Laura Wack, Lynn 
Freidberg, Melissa Raezer, Oksana Quirk, Rachel DaPuzzo, Tara Mitchell, and 
Tracy Smith. We changed a lot of things but you all stepped up and made the 
whole process seamless and fun!   I could not have done it without each and 
every one of you!! Have a wonderful summer! —Elizabeth Koldyke-Boolbol

WAYS & MEANS
Many  thanks  to Laura Wack, Catherine Farello, Sherry  Arjomand, and all the 
Spirit Store volunteers who kindly helped at the Welcome Back Coffee, Book Fair, 
Fall Festival and New Family Luncheon.  Thanks also to Carol Zelenz, Chair of 
Family Photo Day.  Thank you Tiffany Benincasa and Stephani Nedzamar for tak-
ing over Ways & Means for the 2011-2012 school year. Finally, thank you to every-
one who supported the Parent Association by purchasing items at the Spirit Store.   
—Jennifer Moross

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Thank you to all the wonderful parents who volunteered for Com-
munity Service projects this year! I would also like to thank the entire 
Stanwich community for their time and generosity over the past year.   
—Lynn Friedberg

HOUSE & GRADE REPS
I would like to give a very big thank you to all of the Grade and House Repre-
sentatives for your hard work this year keeping the rest of us informed and 
connected.  You welcomed new families, recruited and organized lots of vol-
unteers, organized parent socials and sent out reminders and more remind-
ers!  You stepped in and helped out whenever we needed you and Stanwich 
couldn’t have had such a successful year without your time and effort.  On 
behalf of all the parents at Stanwich, thank you!     —Beth Daigle

Pre-K Cottage: Heather Nussbaum & Samantha Moro; Primary House Repre-
sentative: Kristine Gigliotti; Kindergarten: Carol Nickerson, Brice Russian & Rima 
Williams; Grade 1: Dianne Plummer & Carol Zelenz; Grade 2: Cindy Hatstadt & 
Rachel DaPuzzo; Grade 3: Patricia McClaren & Kirsten Pitts; Intermediate House 
Representative: Dana Noonan; Grade 4: Kim Brush, Ilana Grady & Oksana Quirk; 
Grade 5: Anne Birchenough, Clare DeNicola & Yasuko Klebes; Grade 6: Pam Black-
well, Danielle Esposito, Deborah Peeler & Antoinette Preudhomme; Junior House 
Representative: Rachel Latto; Grade 7: Denise Larkin & Wendy Duryea; Grade 8: 
Lisa Torell Finerman & Jeannene McMurchy; Grade 9: Tracy Agro & Brigitte Febbraio.
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Parent Association

Our TRAFFIC ZONE COORDINATORS 
will keep in-touch over the 
summer. It is important that 
every family participates in 
carpooling or taking the bus. 
Thank you to everyone who 
has made a signifi cant difference in reducing traffi c 
in the past year. Keep up the good work!

Save the Date!
Welcome Back & Welcome Paul Geise Coffee - 

Tuesday, September 13th

… continued “Thank You’s” 

ANNUAL BENEFIT 
The Benefi t was a huge success and lots of fun, but it is important to say that it was 
a large group effort that made it successful. I would like to make special mention 
of the committee members who worked “behind the scenes.” On the class art proj-
ects, Cindy Hadstadt, Naomi Azrak, Kristin Rosenbaum, Amy Bibb, Jessie Drennan 
and Caroline Weiser spent hours in the classrooms with the children getting fi nger 
prints, texts and messages to make the art work so meaningful. Beth Daigle was 
instrumental in communicating with the class parents. We owe so many thanks to 
the class parents themselves who coordinated the wonderful grade baskets. They 
were unbelievable, and it was evident that a tremendous amount of work went into 
the thought and the collection of the basket items. I would also like to thank Sherry 
Arjomand and Jennifer Moross for manning the check-in table at the event. 

Giovanna Miller arranged for Ceci Brothers to lend us all the plants and topiar-
ies at the entrance to the event. John King (of Ceci Brothers) was enthusiastic and 
very generous with his time and the plants he had delivered. Many  thanks were  
written in the last edition of the Stanwich heart, but with so many people involved, 
I hope I have included everyone who deserves a mention. This really was a team 
effort and we appreciate everyone’s involvement. —Ingrid Winn

ARTS & ENRICHMENT
Many, many thanks to our Arts & Enrichment hostesses this year, 
and to Ingrid Winn for being Chair next year! Tiffany Benincasa, 
Ellen Borker, Wendy Duryea, Janine Kennedy, Martha Spector,  Jody 
Maki, Frances Long, Suzanne Bubrosky, Denise Larkin, Lisa Torrell, 
Kim Brush, Simmone Chackman, Melinda Lorenz, Helen Servick, 
Katey Goldberg, and Elizabeth Boolbol. Thanks so much!
—Lisa Harkness and Debra Seiter

FACULTY APPRECIATION DAY
There’s no way to overstate how wonderful it was to be part of an 
event that honored our faculty and staff and involved countless 
parents who devoted the better part of a morning or afternoon to ar-
range fl owers, prepare delicious food, provide supplies, serve lunch 
and clean up afterwards.  Thank you all for your help!
—Elli Bai and Beth Daigle

A Sports Resource for Parents 
I want to draw your attention to a new item on our 
Parent Association website, A Sports Resource for Parents, 
which provides a list of many of the major Greenwich 
based team sports options.  It was created by several 
Stanwich parents who realized how confusing it can be to 
learn about the many out-of-school team sports options 
around town. The list is not exhaustive and it is not meant 
to be an endorsement of any programs that are listed, 
but I think you will fi nd it to be a helpful fi rst resource in 
planning your children’s after school activities.  My thanks 
to Jen Gerber, Cathy Burch, Danielle Esposito and Kristen 
Rosenbaum for putting this together. —Wynn McDaniel 

“A Sports Resource for Parents” can be downloaded from the 
PA section of the school’s website, and also at Toady @ Stanwich.

Summer Reading
Required summer read books as well 
as Miz Liz’s recommendations will be 
available at www.booktopiafairs.com 
after the last day of school. Booktopia 
will give  20% of your purchase back 
to the Stanwich PA.  

Thank you in advance for your support!

Le Triskelion is Available for Your Pleasure!
Expert wine maker Vanessa Aubert, with the help of star consultant Michel Rolland, has produced an amazing exclusive 
wine for Stanwich. Le Triskelion is a powerfully fi ne wine while harmoniously blending oak and red fruit aromas. 
Cuvee le Triskelion, 2009 Bordeaux • $31.50 per Bottle, $378.00 per Case - Free local delivery by the case
Le Triskelion is available at Le Wine Shop at 39 East Elm Street in Greenwich.

Merci beaucoup to the Touzots for all the assistance they have given to the school throughout the year, in countless ways! 
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Comings and Goings
Stanwich gratefully acknowledges our retiring faculty, sends well wishes to faculty members moving on, congratulates 
our graduating interns (Annie Kohart, Keith Radcliffe and Katie Rousso), and welcomes new faculty members

Retiring Faculty
Peggy Dickinson
Teacher, Grade 1

Thank you to Peggy for loving our 
students for 12 years!

Moving On

Dana Montanez
Head of Junior House

Gillian Jayson
Art Teacher, Grades K - 6

Nadine Pileggi
Reading Specialist, Primary House

May Rawls
Director of Admissions, 

Grades 4 - 12

New Positions

Jerome Murphy
Previous: French & English Teacher, Junior House
New position: Head of Junior House

New Hires
Erin Dolan
Art Teacher, Lower School
Erin joins us from The Rock ‘ N’ Renew Founda-
tion where she served as Art Director. She has also 
been an art teacher, and chair of the Art Depart-
ment at The Browning School in New York City.

Tom Faxon
Director of Admissions

Tom joins us from The Master’s School in Dobbs 
Ferry, N.Y, where he served as Associate Director 

of Admission, Upper School.

John Rogers
English and History Teacher, 
Junior House

Peter Katona
History Teacher, Upper School
Peter joins us from City College of New York 
where he served as adjunct professor. He has 
also taught history at Brooklyn Middle School.

Ben Suro
Science Teacher, Upper School
Ben Joins us from Xavier High School 
in New York City where he taught both 
biology and chemistry. 

Mark Milostan
Latin Teacher, Upper School

Mark has taught Latin I, II, and III at Wye 
River Upper School in Maryland, and has also 

taught world history and mythology. 

Christiane Madigan
French Teacher, Upper School
Christiane joins us from North Andover 
High School in Massachusetts where she taught 
high school French, German and Chinese.

Keith Radcliffe
Previous: Stanwich School Intern
New position: Teacher, Grade 1

Traci Oh
Previous: Teacher, Grade 1

New position: Teacher, Pre-K Cottage

Cynthia Hoemann
Previous: Director of Interns

New position: Reading Specialist, PH 

Will Rogers
Latin Teacher, Junior House

Ilana Grady
Previous: Academic Support Specialist
New position: Director of Interns 
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Closing Ceremonies • June 9, 2011

At the 13th annual closing ceremony on June 9, Headmistress Pat 
Young congratulated the students and faculty for a year full of 
blessings. “Together as a community we have created another year of 

traditions and memories,” 
said Mrs. Young. “We 
are meant to live in 
community. Most things 
we cannot accomplish 
alone, and that is so true 
with what happens during 
our school year.”

Over the course of the year, this column has served 
as an opportunity for elaboration upon the guiding 
principles and central tenets of the Senior House 

program.  Whether the point of emphasis was refl ection, 
emotion, relevance, connection to mission, collaboration, 
or metacognition, each orbits the central purpose of 
adolescence: making meaning for and of oneself. Once we 
embrace this process, we are both more willing and able to 
engage the ideas of others. To this end, the Senior House 
summer read is This I Belive: The Personal Philosophies of 
Remarkable Men and Women.  It is a read that will be equally 
thought-provoking and accessible to students and parents.

From 1951 to l955, Edward R. Murrow hosted This 
I Believe, a daily radio program that reached 39 million 
listeners. On this broadcast, Americans – both well known 
and unknown – read fi ve-minute essays about their per-
sonal philosophy of life. They shared insights about individ-
ual values that shaped their daily actions. The fi rst volume 
of This I Believe essays, published in 1952, sold 300,000 
copies—more than any other book in the U. S. during that 
year except for the Bible. In fact, these Murrow broadcasts 
were so popular that curriculum was even developed to 
encourage American high school students to compose es-
says about their most signifi cant personal beliefs.

While reading these essays, one cannot help but to think 
of the people and values that have guided them over the 
course of a lifetime. These philosophies are not objectives to 
be obtained, but rather lights that lead. Some will permeate 
a lifetime, others will fl icker to a quick end. Some are leant 
to others, others are hidden away. Regardless, they inform us 
and others and are important for an individual to articulate 
– or at least try to articulate – throughout life because they 
help us keep our way … or even discover a new way. 

A former colleague maintained the fundamental dif-
ference that explains why adults love learning so much 
while high-schoolers often resist it, is adults get to choose 
what they learn about, and ownership begets inspiration. 
While students, too often, have their learning dictated to 
them. So as parents and students go through this summer, 
I wish for all to take delight in making meaning and then 
to share that meaning with others. Then, perhaps, at an 
afternoon cookout, at the beach, or around the supper 
table, a new tradition will emerge of sharing with each 
other what you believe.

Derek Krein
Head of Senior House

Making Meaning For 
One And Oneself

Senior House Happenings

Board of Trustees All-School Picnic


